
Crop livestock integration
in CA practice

Status of Livestock in Ethiopia

Ethiopia has a substantial livestock population. It accounts to 40% of the GDP. A mixed crop livestock system is practiced by 
more than 80% of the farming population. Draught animals are the dominant power sources in the Ethiopian crop production 
system. Besides livestock and livestock products are the major sources of income for the farming population. Thus crop 
livestock integration is not an option but an integral component of the Ethiopian Agricultural production system. Free grazing and 
community pasture land is in contradiction with sustainable agricultural production system like CA. Thus a sound and well thought 
crop livestock integration system should be underlined.

In the Ethiopian Agricultural system it is customary to see free grazing after the crop is harvested, where no consideration 
is given for stalking rate. This uncontrolled condition leaves no crop residue to maintain soil health and the overstocking 
enhancessoil compaction and erosion.
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Baling of Brachiaria fodder
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Development of Brachiaria fodder Integrating forage development in 
Agroforestry practice

Biogas plant to replace use of dried 
dung for cooking

The major livestock feed 
in the country is open 
pasture and crop residue 
is also substantial. CA and 
crop livestock system are 
competing systems, thus a 
wise mix of crop livestock CA 
system should be designed 
which enhances the benefit to 
be accrued from both sectors.

• Brachiaria grass is native to Sub-
Saharan Africa with capacity to 
adapt in a wide range of agro-
ecological zones from Zone I 
(Humid Zone) to Zone IV (Semi-Arid 
Zone)

• Brachiaria has a high crude protein 
content of more than 15%. Unlike 
other forages, this crude protein 
stays stable for over 4 months after 
harvesting making Brachiaria a 
suitable dry season storage fodder. 
It can be baled and stored for use.


