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The monthly Food Security Monitor is a critical tool for stakeholders across
the African agricultural landscape. This report equips policymakers,
practitioners, and the wider community with vital insights to navigate
challenges, prioritize interventions, and ultimately build a more food-secure
future for all. This 45th edition provides an overview of the food security
situation and market prices across East, South, and West Africa.

The Food Security Monitor is produced with support from the UK
Government's Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO)
through the Africa Food Trade & Resilience Programme.

The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not
reflect the official policy or position of AGRA, its employees, partners, or
affiliates in any way. While AGRA has made every effort to ensure the
accuracy and completeness of the information entered in this report, we
assume no responsibility for any errors, inaccuracies, omissions, or
inconsistencies included herein. The mention of specific companies,
manufacturers, or their products, whether or not these have been
patented, does not imply endorsement, recommendation or approval by
AGRA, its employees, partners, or their affiliates in preference to others of a
similar nature that are not mentioned. The descriptions, charts and maps
used do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of
AGRA concerning the development, legal or constitutional status of any
country.
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Ssummary

Our monthly Food Security Monitor is one way AGRA makes data available to key stakeholders to underpin evidence-
based decision-making. Highlights from March 2024 Food Security Monitor are summarised below:

Zambia, Malawi, and Zimbabwe have declared state of disaster over the impact of the prolonged El Nifio driven ry
spell and heat wave which had hit most of Southern Africa. In Zambia, the El Nifio driven drought has impacted 86
out of the country’s 116 districts, affecting more than a million farming households translating into 6.6 million people.
In Malawi, the EI Nifio induced conditions such as inadequate rains, floods, and prolonged dry spells have also led to
severe crops damage and affected food production in 23 of the 28 districts impacting at least 2 million households.
Zimbabwe has also reported that the El Nifio-induced drought has resulted in more than 80% of the country receiving
below normal rainfall and damaging 12% of planted farmland corn.

In Eastern Africa, despite improved supplies of food from major producers such as Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya,
food and nutrition security concerns remain driven by conflict, inflation, disease outbreaks and poor access to
nutritious diets and safe water. Overall, 58.2 million people in Eastern Africa are food-insecure, with hotspot countries
being DRC (23.4 million), Sudan (17.7 million), Ethiopia (15.8 million), and South Sudan (5.7 million), according to the
latest (March 2024) Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) situation in East Africa report.

In West Africa, high food insecurity remains a concern with the Sahelian countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger) and
Nigeria being the main hotspots. As of 31st March 2024, 158.5 million people across seven selected West African
countries had insufficient food for consumption, an increase of 300,000 people over the previous month’s level.

Global cereal prices remain generally low with a fall in the International Grain Council's (IGC) Grain and Oil Index (GOI)
by 20% as well as a fall in sub-indices such as wheat, maize, and barley, except rice, compared to a year ago. However,
compared to February, both the FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) and GOI in March show a low decline of 1.1% and 1.9%
respectively.

e The African Union has adopted the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Protocol on Women and
Youth in Trade as well as Protocols on Investment and on Digital Trade.

e The Afreximbank officially launched the Fund for Export Development in Africa (FEDA) in Kigali, on March 20
2024, to tackle Africa’s $110 billion financing gap for intra-African trade, value-added export development, and
industrialization value chains. Rwanda became the first among 15 African nations to ratify its establishment
agreement and is now hosting the $1 billion AfCFTA Adjustment Fund managed by FEDA.

In East Africa, cereal prices are generally lower than they were in the past 1-12 months in most countries due to
increased supplies from December/January harvests. However, the price of wheat remains generally elevated
compared to similar periods. In Southern Africa, the prices of monitored commodities (maize and rice) remain overalll
elevated above previous 1-12 months levels. However, maize prices in Malawi and Mozambique show decline against
the past 1 month as new harvests (particularly green harvests) begin to trickle-in. Also, the price of rice in all selected
markets of Mozambique and some markets in Malawi remain unchanged against the previous month’s level. In West
Africa, the prices of select food commodities remained largely elevated. However, the prices of maize and rice remain
largely lower in Ghana, while Togo has also registered lower prices for sorghum, compared to the past 1-12 months.
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Introduction

The AGRA Food Security Monitor reviews and discusses changes in selected variables and their implications on food
trade, and food and nutrition security. The discussions presented here focus on selected countries of interest to the
AGRA Regional Food Trade and Resilience Initiative: East Africa (Ethiopid, Kenya, South Sudan, Rwanda, Tanzania, and
Uganda), Southern Africa (Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe), and West Africa (Burkina Faso, Céte d'lvoire,
Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Togo).

Food Security Dashboard

The Food Security Dashboard (Table 1 and Figure 1) offers a concise overview of fluctuations in the number of people
experiencing Insufficient Food Consumption (IFC)!, snapshots of hunger hotspots, and average changes in food
prices?over the past two years. Figure 1displays the prevalence of IFC in March 2024 across 17 countries selected from
East, Southern, and West Africa. During this month, Burkina Faso (56.6%), Mali (69.1%), and Niger (82.6%) with Nigeria
(49.5%) remain the food insecurity hotspots (defined as countries where over 50% of the total population has IFC),
with Nigeria (49.5%) inching towards a hotspot. The number of people with IFC over the past month remained
unchanged in most countries except in Cote d'lvoire, Uganda, and Zimbabwe where it surged upward, and in Ghana
where it declined. However, compared to the same period last year, the number of people with IFC increased in Cote
d’lvoire, Kenya, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, while it declined in the remaining countries.

On the other hand, the national average maize prices, compared to the past six months declined in most countries,
except in Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Sudan, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Both Burkina Faso and Mali experienced
decline in their national average price of millet compared to the past 6 and 12 months.
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! People with insufficient food consumption (IFC) refers to those with poor or borderline food consumption, according to the Food Consumption Score (FCS). The Food
Consumption Score (FCS) is a proxy indicator for food security that measures the diversity of household diets, and how frequently food is consumed. The FCS is calculated
using the frequency of consumption of eight food groups by a household over 7 days before the survey, using standardized weights for each of the food groups reflecting its
respective nutrient density. It then classifies households as having ‘poor’, ‘borderline’ or ‘acceptable’ food consumption. Poor food consumption typically refers to households
that do not consume staples and vegetables every day, and never, or very seldom, consume protein-rich food such as meat and dairy (FCS of less than 28). Borderline food
consumption typically refers to households that consume staples and vegetables every day, accompanied by oils and pulses a few times a week (FCS of less than 42).
Acceptable food consumption typically refers to households that consume staples and vegetables every day, frequently accompanied by oils and pulses, and occasionally
meat, fish and dairy (FCS greater than 42).

2 Maize is the main commodity being tracked on this dashboard, except in Mali and Burkina Faso, where we use millet. It should be noted that the price changes presented
here are average price changes over a number of selected markets, which implies that in certain markets, the prices may actually be higher or lower.
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Global Market Update

The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) (Figure 2) saw a 1.1% uptick in March from February, driven by Increase in price indices
for vegetable oils, dairy products and meat and slightly more than offset by decreases in those for sugar and cereals.®
Decline in cereal prices are driven by continued strong export competition among the European Union, the Russian
Federation and the United States of America as well as subdued global import demand. The International Grain
Council's (IGC) Grain and Oil Index (GOI) (Table 2) has increased by 1.99% compared to the previous month but
declined by 20.38% compared to the past one year, driven by a decline in the sub-indices of wheat (23.72%), maize
(34.74%), soyabeans (20.65%) and barley (26.83%). Only rice saw an increase in its index by 27.30% over the past one
year.

FAO Food Price Index Jan 2000 = 100 27-March % Change % Change

M 1y

2014-2016 «100

170

GOl 226.51 1.99 -20.38
Wheat 198.24 -4.13 -23.72
Maize 195.32 3.66 -34.74
Rice 250.49 -2.79 27.30
Soya 222.50 6.29 -20.65
Bedans

B T e Barley 205.85 -0.92 -26.83
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Global Fertiliser Prices

Mixed trends are observed in international Fertiliser
==Phosphate rock === DAP prices as shown in Figure 3. Whereas DAP and
—— TSP Urea potassium have seen a moderate uptick in prices by
5.8% and 3.8% respectively in March 2024, the price
of urea has dropped by 66% compared to February
700.0 2024. Compared to the same period a year ago,
600.0 W however, phosphate, TSP, and potassium have had
500.0 significant drops in prices by 55%, 16.5%, and 33.7%
400.0 respectively.

300.0
200.0

100.0 /
0.0

Potassium chloride

Source: Author’s construction based on World Bank data*

Mar-23
Apr-23
May-23
Jun-23
Jul-23
Aug-23
Sep-23
Oct-23
Nov-23
Dec-23
Jan-24
Feb-24
Mar-24

3 https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
4 https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/commodity-markets
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East Africa Food Insecurity Updates

Food Security Outlook

In Eastern Africa, conflict, inflation, disease outbreaks and poor access
to nutritious diets and safe water continue to impact the state of food
security and nutrition (WFP, March 2024). Overall, 58.2 million people
in Eastern Africa are food-insecure, with hotspot countries being DRC
(23.4 million), Sudan (17.7 million), Ethiopia (15.8 million people), and
South Sudan (5.7 million), according to the latest (March 2024) Food
Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) Situation in East Africa
report. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes
persist in northern, central, southern, and eastern Ethiopia, with the
areas of grave concern being Tigray, north-eastern Amhara, and

RaTials
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< ¥8.0 At Food imacarty Phase western Afar where conflicts are most severe.
Mwcromatier. 1 omd (113 toed [ 000 [ty [ P [ Voo
gy SUPTORT NS B o In Kenya: above-average 2023 October to December short rains,

which resulted in 15-20% higher national crop production is supporting
IPC Phase 2 & 3 outcomes across the country, while the forecast of above-average March to May 2024 long rains are
expected to further support improvement in food security.®

In South Sudan: IPC Phase 4 outcomes persist as the lean season kicks-in and further worsened by a high influx of

nearly 600,000 South Sudanese returnees and refugees from Sudan and 100,000 from Ethiopia by the end of February
2024.°

In Uganda: Crisis (IPC Phase 3) persists in Karamoja and refugee settlements, with the most vulnerable households
likely facing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) due to depleted carryover stocks from the below-average 2023 harvests.”

Prevalence of insufficient food consumption

As of 31t March 2024, the number of people across five selected East African countries (see Table 3) who did not have
sufficient food for consumption had increased by 300,000 people to 32.9 million, implying a deterioration of the food
insecurity situation across these select countries, driven mainly by increase in Uganda. The current level of the number
of people with insufficient food for consumption is, however, lower than in 2023 (42.3 million) and 2022 (35.7 million).
Table 4 below provides updates on variations in the prevalence of insufficient food consumption across the selected
East African countries in March 2024.

Country Total Population People with People with Percentage of total Change in people Change in people  Change in people
(millions) insufficient food insufficient food population with with insufficient food  with insufficient with insufficient
consumption consumption Insufficient food for consumption from food consumption food consumption
(millions)” (millions)™ consumption (%) previous month (%)  from 1yrago (%)  from 2yrs ago (%)
Kenya 5140 13.60 1360 2646 0.00 ® 2952 + 74 36 L
Rwanda 12.30 280 260 2114 000 2] 1333 ¥ 400 A
South Sudan 11.00 KW} 320 2009 000 ) 59224 ¥ 3152 ¥
Tanzania 56.30 520 520 924 000 S 1034 b 1064 4
Uganda 4270 830 800 1944 375 A 4008 ¥ 4113 &

*Current month and **Previous month

O = No change; A = Low increase (0-10%); 4 = Moderate increase (10-30%); T= High increase (>30%)

N = Low decrease (0-10%); \ Moderate decrease (10-30%); o High decrease (>30%)

5 FEWSNET, February 2024 Food Security Outlook for Kenya.
8 https://fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan
7 https://fews.net/east-africa/uganda

8 Author’s construction based on WFP HungerMap

Food Security Monitor | 45" Edition | March 2024 7



https://fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan
https://fews.net/east-africa/uganda

Commodity Prices

Conflicts and insecurity persist particularly in South Sudan and Ethiopia
Conflicts preventing price recovery from high levels despite ongoing harvests.

Seasonal harvests are increasing supplies in most markets and
resulting in lower prices across the East African region. However,
droughts and flooding have negatively impacted harvests and
prevented price recovery in certain areas.
. Poor macroeconomic conditions, an influx of returned refugees, and
\ Macroeconomic . . . . . .
localized poor harvests have particularly sustained higher prices in
I.. Shocks
South Sudan.

; ; Seasonal Dynamics

Maize

Figure 5 presents the national average price spreads for
us$/MT Maize across select East African Countries. This shows that
the price of maize per ton in Ethiopia is double what it sells in
other East African countries, with Tanzania being the
cheapest source of maize US$273 per ton in the region. As in
Table 4, maize prices across the East African region remain
mostly lower compared to the past 1-12 months. Significant
declines have been observed in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania,

and Uganda due to increased supplies from seasonal
273 harvests across these countries. Compared to the past one
year, however, Ethiopia and South Sudan have recorded 22%
and 48.53% increases in maize prices due to multiple shocks

Ethiopia  Kenya Rwanda Tanzania Uganda of conflicts and climatic-related challenges.
Country Crop Market LastPrice 1Month% 3 Months% 6 Months% 1 Year%
Ethiopia White Maize (Quintal) National average Retall ETB/100kg" 392271 504 ¥ 033 w 15804 220083
Kenya White Maize National Average, Retail, KES/KG* 4738 169 A 6782 ¥ 2474 4 -3698 ¥
Rwanda Maize National Average, Retail, RWF/Kg 40164 -1499d 30764 32564 -1993 ¥
Rwanda Maize {fiour) Nationa! Average, Retail, RWF/Kg 89665 598 ¢ 847 ¥ 6764 663%
South Sudan Maize (white) National Average, Retail, SSP/Kg 778.90 141 A 121 A 272 A 4853
Tanzania Maize {Mahindi) National Average, Wholesale, TZS/100KG* 7000000 455 % -1803 % 26554 4157 ¥
Uganda Maize (ficur) National Average, Retail, UGX/Kg™ 267526 5234 12429 1838 4 1707 ¥
Uganda Maize {whitz} Naticnal Average, Retail. UGX/Kg™ 124954 5664 17544 32644 26565 %
Note: Last price is for February 2024, *March 2024, **January 2023, and ***December 2023
@ =nochange, = low increase (0-5%), 4* = moderate increase (5-15%), £3 = high increase (>15%),
M = low decrease (0-5%), = moderate decrease (5-15%), = high decrease (>15%)

° Fewsnet, 2024

© Author’s construction based on 1) FAO data for Rwanda, South Sudan & Uganda, 2) national MIS Ethiopia, Kenya & Tanzania
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Figure 6 shows that the price of rice is most expensive in Kenya compared
to Rwanda and Tanzania, with Tanzania being the cheapest at US$898 per
ton. From table 5, rice prices in the three monitored East African countries
generally show declining trends with significant drops seen in Kenya and
Tanzania at 19% and 21.98% respectively compared to the past one year.
Although the national average price of rice in Rwanda remains generally

Price (US$/MT)

898 stable, it is 17.38% above what it was 6 months ago.
Kenya Rwanda Tanzania
Country Crop Market LastPrice 1 Month% 3 Months% 6 Months% 1 Year%
Kenya Rice National Average, Retail, KES/KG* 13368 355 A 521 ¥ 1244 § -1900 ¥
Rwanda Rice National Average, Retail RWF/Kg 1.200.00 000 @ 025 A 1738 050 A
Tanzania Rice (Mchele) Naticnal Average, Wholesale, TZS/100KG* 23000000 282 N 1278 ¥ 1089 & -21938 ¥

Note: Last price is for February 2024, *March 2024, **January 2023, and ***December 2023
®- no change, = low increase (0-5%), “I* = moderate increase (5-15%), [ I high increase (>15%),
= = low decrease (0-5%), b moderate decrease (5-15%), @9 = high decrease (>15%)

Beans

Kenya’'s beans (Yellow-Green) price, US$1,310, is the highest in the
Price (US$/MT) region compared to Rwanda’s US$438/MT. The price spread between
Tanzania and Uganda is quite minimal at only $25/MT. Unlike maize
prices, beans prices (Table 6) have had an upward surge compared
to the past one month in Kenya and Rwanda. Compared to the past

898 3-12 months, however, the national average prices of beans are lower

than they were in all the selected East African countries. Rwanda’s

m beans prices have in particular been lower by 38.67%, 49.8%, and
51.95% than the past 3, 6, and 12 months respectively.

Kenya Rwanda Tanzania Uganda

Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %

Kenya Beans (Yellow-Graen) Nationai Average, Retal KES/KG* 17198 672 4 589 ¥ 631 & 950 &

Kenya Beans Red Hancot National Average, Refall KES'KG® 126 66 742 4 -8.73 & -34 51 3 -14 22 3
(Wainimu)

Rwanda Beans National Average, Retall RWF/Kg 556 77 210 A 3867 4980 4 5195 $

Tanzania Beans (Maharage) Nationai Average, Wholaesala. TZS/100KG* 230,000.00 8.00 ¥ 16.00 ¥ 1157 4 -1989 $

Uganda Beans National Average, Retail. GX/Kg** 3,567 36 252 w 16.96 1905 275 M

Note: Last price is for February 2024, *March 2024, **January 2023, and ***December 2023

0 =no change, = low increase (0-5%), “* = moderate increase (5-*15%), & - high increase (>15%),
%) = low decrease (0-5%), & = moderate decrease (5-15%), % = high decrease (>15%)

 Author’s construction based on 1) FAO data for Rwanda, 2) national MIS Kenya & Tanzania

2 Author’s construction based on 1) FAO data for Rwanda & Uganda, 2) national MIS Kenya & Tanzania
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Wheat Prices

Changes in the average prices of wheat/wheat flour are mixed (Table 7). Whereas Ethiopia mostly shows decline or
low increases (0-5%) compared to the past 1-6 months, the prices of wheat and wheat flour in Kenya and South Sudan
respectively show high increases, with Kenya having recorded 40.28% above what was recorded 3 months ago.
Compared to a year ago, Ethiopia’s current wheat price is 43% higher, while Kenya registered a 15.75% decline.

Country Crop Market LastPrice 1 Month% 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year%
Ethiopia White Wheat (Quintal) National average. Retail. ETB/100kg" 697283 174 9 458 A 144 A 4308
Kenya Wheat National Average, Retall, KES/KG® 70.46 569 4 4028 1259 ¢ -1575 ¥
South Sudan Wheat (flour) National Average, Retail SSP/Kg 199476 1233 4 2468 8 23814 6262
Tanzania Wheat (Ngano) National Average Wholesale, TZS/100KG

Note: Last price is for February 2024, *March 2024, **January 2023, and ***December 2023
®-n change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), > high increase (>15%),

3 = low decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), 419’ = high decrease (>15%)

Fertiliser Prices

Fertiliser prices generally show lower trends across the East African region. Except CAN in Kenya, and Maize blend,
Microp, and urea in Uganda, Fertiliser prices remain lower than the past 1-3 months due to off-seasonal demands.
CAN fertiliser in Kenya have had a significant increase by 192%, 83% and 131% compared to the past 1, 6, and 12 months.
In Uganda, all Fertiliser types remain lower than a year ago, ranging from 8% to 35%. Fertiliser prices are however
expected to uptick in the ensuing months as the region enters into the planting season.

Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Kenya Fertilizer (CAN) National Average, Retaill, KES/KG* 27218 192.06 -7.52 & 8300 13111 )
Kenya Fertilizer (DAP) National Average, Retall, KES/KG* 20020 2127 & -34.79 & ATT A 5124
Kenya Fertilizer (NPK) National Average, Retail, KES/KG* 1M1.27  -1440 & -38.96 ¥ 2512 -827
Rwanda DAP National Average USD/S0KG** 4977 -1.19 N -368 M -7.83 &

Rwanda NPK 17-17-17 National Average USD/50KG** 50.32 -1.20 M -369 W -7.86

Rwanda Urea National Average USD/50KG 38.21 049 W -3.02 M -7.03 &

Uganda AMMONIUM SULPHATE National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG  170,000.00 0.00 @ 0.00 @ 058 M -19.05 &
Uganda CAN National Average, Retail UGX/50KG  135,000.00 000 @ 3.85 A 385 A -3182 4
Uganda DAP National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG  160,000.00 0.00 @ 0.00 @ 000 @ -857
Uganda MAIZE BLEND National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG 120,000 00 9.09 4 -7.69 -1429 4 3514 ¥
Uganda MICROP National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG  115,000.00 952 4 455 A -8.00 & -3466 4
Uganda MICROP TOP National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG  145,000.00 3.57 A -3.33 N -3.33 - -19.44 3

DRESSING
Uganda Urea National Average, Retail, UGX/50KG  180,000.00 588 P 2000 2000 €9 -21.74 &

Note: Last price is for February 2024, *March 2024, **January 2023, and ***December 2023.
® - change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), 1) = high increase (>15%),

3 = low decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), QL" = high decrease (>15%)

Seasonal Monitor and Cropping Conditions

In Kenya, above-average 2023 October to December short rains, and forecast of above-average March to May 2024
long rains are expected to support improved cropping conditions.”® In Uganda, land preparation and planting
activities are ongoing driven by atypical off-season rainfall in January and February and an early start to the March
to May 2024 first rainfall season with anticipated on-time and average first-season harvests in June and July 2024.1°

2 Author’s construction based on 1) FAO data for Rwanda, 2) national MIS Ethiopia & Kenya

14 Author’s construction based on 1) AfricaFertiliser.org for Ethiopia & Rwanda, 2) National MIS for Kenya; 3) AFAP for Uganda
s https://fews.net/east-africa/kenya
8 https://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/uganda-key-message-update-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-persist-refugees-despite-favorable-second-season-harvest-january-2024

10 Food Security Monitor | 45" Edition | March 2024



https://fews.net/east-africa/kenya
https://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/uganda-key-message-update-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-persist-refugees-despite-favorable-second-season-harvest-january-2024

Southern Africa Food Security Update

Food Security Outlook

The Southern Africa region is facing an increasing food
insecurity situation due to intense El Niflo-induced drought.
The region was projected to experience the El Niflo weather
phenomenon, characterized by higher temperatures,
reduced precipitation, and general dry conditions. Parts of
Zambiag, Zimbabwe and Botswana experienced the driest
February in the past 40 years, while severe rainfall shortages
have been recorded in southern Malawi, eastern Angola,
and parts of Mozambique. In Zambia, the El Nifio driven
drought has impacted 86 out of the country’s 116 districts,
affecting more than a million farming households
translating into 6.6 million people. In Malawi, the El Nifio
induced conditions such as inadequate rains, floods, and
prolonged dry spells have also led to severe crops damage
and affected food production in 23 of 28 districts, impacting
at least 2 million households. Zimbabwe has also reported
the El Nifio-induced drought which has resulted in more than 80% of the country receiving below-normal rainfall.”?
Consequently, the governments of Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe had declared a state of disaster and appealed for
humanitarian assistance. Nonetheless, the food insecurity situation is expected to temporarily improve in Malawi as
new harvests kick-in in April and May 2024 with some parts of the southern, central, and northern regions experiencing
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Minimal (IPC Phase 1) outcomes.”® In Mozambique, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC
Phase 2) outcomes are envisaged throughout to September 2024 due to below-average harvest driven by the El Nifio
conditions and conflicts. WFP estimates over 1.2 million people are facing high levels of acute food insecurity (IPC
Phase 3) in Cabo Delgado and Nampula during the current lean season (October 2023 — March 2024). In Zimbabwe,
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes in deficit-producing areas and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes are also likely in
surplus-producing areas due to a combination of expected poor harvests and macroeconomic challenges.'”®

Tanzania

Lilgngwe

Prevalence of insufficient food consumption

As of 31st March 2024, 23.2 million people across the four selected Southern African countries (see Table 9) did not
have sufficient food for consumption, which is 400,000 more people than the February 2024 (22.8 million) level. This is
a deterioration in the region’s food security situation compared to February 2024, with Zimbabwe being the main
contributor to this increment as all other countries remain unchanged. The current level of food insecure people is
also higher than it was recorded in the same period last year (19.9 million) and in 2022 (21.3 million).

Country Total Population People with People with Percentage of total  Change in people Change in people  Change in people
(millions) insufficient food insufficient food population with with insufficient food  with insufficient with insufficient
consumption consumption Insufficient food for consumption from food consumption food consumption
(millions)” (millions)™ consumption (%) previous month (%) from 1yr ago (%) from 2yrs ago (%)
Malaw 18.10 .80 680 3757 0.00 @ 1302 ¥ 134 48 A
Mozambique 2950 1.60 760 2576 0.00 (@) 4615 4+ 2621 &
Zambia 17 40 330 330 1697 0.00 @ 3200 4 1378 4+
Zimbabwe 1520 550 510 3618 784 A 2761 4 577 A

*Current month and **Previous month

@ = no change; M =lowincrease (0-5%), = moderate increase (5-15%), *- high increase (>15%),

M = jow decrease (0-5%), b =moderate decrease (5-15%), ¥ o= high decrease (>15%)
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7 https:/ /[www.news24.com/fin24/climate _future/news/zimbabwe-declares-drought-a-disaster-joining-malawi-and-zambia-20240403
'8 FEWS NET. Malawi Key Message Update March 2024

*® https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe

20 Author’s construction based on HungerMap
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Commodity Prices

Most Southern African countries are experiencing seasonal declines
in grain supplies as the lean season takes full effect, putting upward
pressure on prices.

Seasonality Patterns

The aftermath of the cyclone, drought shocks, and heavy flooding early

Weather Shocks in the planting season led to below-average harvests from the just-
A S ended season, resulting in higher food prices.
\ . Poor macroeconomic conditions, caused by forex shortages, high food
Macroeconomic Shocks | . . . L . .
I.. inflation, and high debt repayments, are driving high food prices.
Maize
Figure 9 presents the price spread of maize in southern Africa
Price (US$/MT) with Malawi recording the highest price of US$464 per metric

ton and Zambia being the cheapest at US$346 per ton. From
table 10, however, current maize prices remain lower than the
previous month’s in Malawi and Mozambique due to the
availability of green harvests and food assistance? but the
prices remain generally above their levels experienced 3-12
months ago in all monitored countries. The changes in prices
of maize looks drastic in Zimbabwe than all other countries,
showing 1,557.86% increment over the past 1 year's level.

MALAWI  MOZAMBIQUE  ZAMBIA ZIMBABWE

Country Crop Market LastPrice 1 Month% 3 Months% 6 Months % 1 Year %

Malawi Maize Lilongwe, MWK/Kg"™ 82500 313 A 1458 4 2249 17500
Malawi Maize Liwonde, MWK/Kg 82800 -1516 417 9 732 4 2526
Malawi Maize Mzimba, MWK/Kg 678.00 -0.30 & 479 A 1985 @ KRk ]
Malawi Maize Mzuzu, MWK/Kg 67800 727 ¥ 603 4 1938 @ M9
Malaw Maize National Average. MWK/Kg 798 00 1150 ¥ 726 A 16711 14
Malawi Maize Nsame, MWK/Kg 89000 -11.85 1556 @ 079 054 O
Mozambigue Maize (while) Maputo, Retall, MZN/Kg™ 34 29 060 @ 2002 5000 @ 5000
Mozambigue Maize (white) Mortepuez. Retail MZN/Kg*** 2857 000 @ 000 @ 1530 @ 5385 @
Mozambique Maize (white) National Average, Retaill, MZN/Kg™* 275 410 9 336 A 2086 © 20
Zambia Maize (white) National Average, Retail, Kwacha/KG 864 §12 4 518 59138 w4 D
Zimbabwe Maize (white) National Average. Retal, ZWL/Kg* B60100 3452 24777 30647 155785

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

@ -no change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), > = high increase (>15%),

3 = jow decrease (0-5%), = moderate decrease (5-15%), %" = high decrease (>15%)

2FEWS NET. Malawi Key Message Update March 2024
22 Author’s construction based on FAO data
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Rice

From Figure 10, Malawi recorded the highest price of rice at Us$1,134/MT

Price (USS/MT) followed by Mozambique at US$904/MT, with Zimbabwe being the
cheapest at half of the price in Malawi. Nonetheless, table 11 shows that

the price of rice in Harare has been increasing by almost 10% and 1,039%

compared to the previous months and last year’s levels respectively.

H Similarly, the price of rice has been experiencing rising trends in
m Lilongwe (Malawi), being 39.29% above last year's level. All monitored

markets in Mozambique show stable or drops in rice prices or a low

Malawi Mozambique Zimbabwe imb
(Lilongwe) (Maputo) (Harare) climb.
Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Malawi Rice Lilongwe, MWK/Kg** 1,950.00 833 4 1729 1471 4 3929 @
Malawi Rice Mzuzu, MWK/Kg™ 1,900.00 000 @ 556 4 1343 4 556 4
Mozambique Rice (imported) Maputo, Retail, MZN/Kg*™** 50.00 000 @ 2449 000 @ 000 @
Mozambique Rice (imported) Montepuez, Retail, MZN/Kg*** 60.00 0.00 @ 0.00 @ 0.00 @ 9.09 4
Mozambique Rice (imported) National Average, Retail, MZN/Kg™* 5715 204 A -5.85 o 440 N 387 A
Zimbabwe Rice Harare, Epworth, Retail, ZWL/Kg™ 12,000.00 977 4 3233 6308 € 103983

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

@ -no change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), > = high increase (>15%),

= jow decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), %" = high decrease (>15%)

Fertiliser

The national average price of all types of Fertilisers in Mozambique as in table 12 show stability or declines compared
to the past 1-12 months due to low off-season demand for Fertilisers.

Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Mozambique NPK 12-24-12 Nationa Average, MZN/50KG™ 3,101.00 000 @ 143y 048 W 127 A
Mozambique NPK23-10-5 +35 +1Zn  Nationa Average, MZN/S0KG™ 2,791.00 0.00 @ 0.00 @ -406 M -6.66
Mozambique Urea Nationa Average, MZN/S0KG™  3,144.00 000 @ -0.38 ™ 618 -510
Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

@®- change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), 1) = high increase (>15%),

3 = low decrease (0-5%), = moderate decrease (5-15%), % = high decrease (>15%)

Seasonal Monitor and Cropping Conditions

The 2023-24 El Nifo phenomenon has escalated regional climate patterns, triggering extreme dry conditions in
Southern Africa, and subsequently causing widespread crop failure, leaving many countries on the brink of acute food
insecurity. Parts of Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana experienced the driest February in the past 40 years, while severe
rainfall shortages have been recorded in southern Malawi, eastern Angola, and parts of Mozambique. In Zambig, 1
million hectares (2.5 million acres) from 2.2 million planted crops have been destroyed due to the drought conditions.
Below-average harvest is expected in Mozambique for the ongoing 2023/2024 agricultural season due to the negative
effects of El Niflo (heavy rainfall, flooding, and strong Winds) with the recent Tropical Storm Filipo, and conflicts.?

2 Author’s construction based on FAO data
24 Author’s construction based on AfricaFertiliser.org
5 FEWS NET. Mozambique Key Message Update March 2024
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West Africa Food Security Update

Food Security Outlook

Burkina Faso: An acute food insecurity Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!) and
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected, particularly in
Djibo and northern Burkina Faso, between March and September
2024 due to seasonal depletion of stocks as the lean season sets
in and the impact of conflicts.?®

In Niger, the regions of Tahoua and Tillabéry, and Diffa and Maradi
are expected to experience Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC
Phase 2) respectively. IPC 3 conditions are driven by the depletion
of household stocks combined with the atypical rise in food prices
and conflicts, while IPC 2 conditions are supported by increased
food assistance to these regions.

Nigeria: Conflicts and poor economic conditions are driving Crisis
(IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes in most
el b e W M e e narts of Nigeria, particularly in conflict-affected areas.”

e e Pemet [ = Sare @ e

BT o0 0 Acuie Faad inded iy Muse

Prevalence of insufficient food consumption

As of 31t March 2024, 158.5 million people across seven selected West African countries had insufficient food for
consumption, an increase of 300,000 people over the previous month (see Table 13) signifying a deterioration in the
region's food security situation over the past one month driven mainly by a rise in Cote d'lvoire. The prevalence of
insufficient food consumption in March 2024 remains above last year's (126.7 million people) and two years ago (106.5
million people).

Country Total Population People with People with Percentage of total Change in people Change in people  Change in people
(millions) insufficient food Insufficient food population with with insufficient food  with insufficient with insufficient
consumption consumption insufficient food for consumption from food consumption food consumption
(millions)” {miflions)** consumption (%) previous month (%)  from 1yr ago (%) from 2yrs ago (%)
Burkina Faso 19.80 1120 120 5657 0.00 ® -1 A 0388 N
Cote divoire 28 40 510 470 17.35 851 bl 2439 + 127 N
Ghana 2880 530 540 17 79 185 b A1 ¥ 185 y
Mal 19.10 1320 13.20 6911 000 Q A7 ) 11 B6 4
Niger 2590 2140 2140 8263 000 ) 1204 4 44 59 1
Nigena 202.80 100 40 100 40 49 51 000 © 5399 + 8038 4+
Togo 790 180 190 2405 000 o -29.63 o 952 Y

*Current month and **Previous month

@ = no change; 7 =low increase (0-5%), T = moderate increase (5-15%), *- high increase (»15%),

¥ = jow decrease (0-5%), <& = moderate decrease (5-15%), L high decrease (»=15%)

2 https://fews.net/west-africa/burkina-faso
7 https:/ [fews.net/ west-africa/nigeria
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Commodity prices

Conflict and insecurity as well as political tension in West Africa

Insecurity & Armed . . . . A
Conflictsy continue to disrupt agriculture, trade, and food assistance activities,
resulting in higher food prices.
. Poor macroeconomic conditions, driven by local currency
\ Macroeconomic e ) } )
depreciations and high fuel and transport costs, are increasing food

II.. Challenges ] ] ) i
prices in some West African countries.

Seasonal Dynamics | g gilgbility, hence lowering or stabilizing prices in these countries.

; i Seasonal harvests in most West African countries are improving food

Maize

From Figure 12, the price of maize appears cheaper in Accra, Ghana

Price (US$/MT) than the prices in the capital cities of other monitored countries. This
is further corroborated by the decline in the prices of maize in all

monitored markets in Ghana compared to the past 1-12 months

272 . :

. i H ranging between 122% and 172% above the previous month'’s level.
Conflicts in the north and macroeconomic challenges are key

Ghana Niger Nigeria Togo drivers of rising prices in Nigeria. In Niger and Togo, the changes in

(Table 14). Nigeria, on the other hand, has consistently registered
higher prices (>15%), with the current price in monitored markets

(Accra)  (Niamey)  (Lagos) (Lome) maize prices demonstrate only low to moderate increases and in
some cases lower than certain reference periods.

Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Ghana Malze Kumasi, Retall, Ghe/KG** 311 5273 ¢ -56.83 6611 & 6596
Ghana Maize Sekondl/Takorad|, Retall, Gho/KG*™ 4 56 261 M -0.09 M 6333 4 -5549 &
Ghana Maize (white) Accra, Retail, Gho/KG** 360 413 W 561 4744 4 4434 4
Niger Maize Agadez, Retail, XOF/Kg** 380.00 556 4 Mi64H 1875 R
Niger Malze Dosso, Retall, XOF/Kg** 296.00 3.50 A 207 A 5434 1840
Niger Malze Maradi, Retail, XOF/Kg** 294 00 10.94 4 463 A 17184 2250
Niger Maize Niamey, Retail, XOF/Kg** 277 00 184 A -7.67 1065 & 1940
Niger Maize Tillaberi, Retail, XOF/Kg** 323.00 11.38 4p 5.83 b 0.31 A 912 4
Niger Malize Zinder, Retall, XOF/Kg** 290.00 7.81 4 -1.69 W™ 044 1741 3
Nigeria Maize (white) Giwa, NGN/KG*™ 498.00 17288 € 21872 09626 €9 4028
Nigeria Maize (white) Ibadan, NGN/KG** 58000 12308 1723 @ 10001 €@ 5934 &
Nigeria Maize (white) Kano, NGN/KG** 519.00 136.80 @ 14577 8662 369D
Nigeria Maize (white) Kaura Namoda, NGN/KG* 506.00 13068 €@ 14557 @ 8874 @ 3806 @
Nigeria Maize (white) Lagos, NGN/KG** 54600 12218 € 12083 € 10260 € 3929
Nigeria Maize (white) Maidugur, NGN/KG** 40000 13333 @ 13902 @ 8667 27127 QD
Togo Maize (white) Amegnran, XOF/Kg** 255.00 13,33 9 13,33 4 200 A 078 W
Togo Maize (white) Anie, XOF/Kg** 240.00 1163 4 11.63 4 -361 W 9.09 4
Togo Maize (white) Cinkasseé, XOF/Kg** 250.00 13.64 4 1111 4 566 -0.79 W
Togo Maize (white) Kara, XOF/Kg** 250.00 000 @ 741 14094 079 W
Togo Maize (white) Korbongou, XOF/Kg*™* 247 00 12.27 4 12.27 9 -5.00 1.20 ™
Togo Maize (white) Lomé, XOF/Kg** 270.00 10.20 4 3.85 A -5.59 & 112 A

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

®- change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), o = high increase (>15%),

M _ ow decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), % = high decrease (>15%)

2 Fewsnet 2024
2% Author’s construction based on FAO data
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Rice

Price (US$/MT)

Figure 13 presents the price spread for rice across
select West African countries, showing rice prices in
Niamey to be more expensive and cheapest in

Accra than all other select capital cities.
1070 Nonetheless, from table 15, the changes in the prices
876 of rice across the monitored markets in West Africa
Lz M 765 show lower trends in Ghana, Mali, and Togo. Niger
and Nigeria show significant increases in the prices
407 of rice over the reference periods, with Nigeria
particularly recording 77.46% and 48.92% in Ibadan
S N 3 3 N S 5 and Lagos res.pectlvely compored, to.the preV|.ous
\)Q)o -\6\0 vé (06" ~<§°® Ogo VO((\ month. In Burkina Faso and Cote d'Ivoire, the prices
Qobo A\vo 0(\0\ .\\@0 @*®\ @{\OQ' OQo\ of rice have remained mostly stable over the past
N
@00 O xS X RS RS < one month.
&
Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Burkina Faso  Rice (imported) Bobo Dioulasso, Wholesale XOF/100 kg* 42,000 00 000 @ 500 A 000@ 000@
Burkina Faso Rice (imported) Ouagadougou, Wholesale XOF/100 kg*  47.000.00 217 A 1750 @ 2051 13254
Cote d'lvoire  Rice Abidjan, Retall, XOF/Kg*™ 586.00 000 @ 086 A 499 A 594 4
Cote d'lvoire.  Rice (mported Abidjan, Retail, XOF/Kg** 503.00 0.00 @ 1.00 A 7714 13284
Ghana Rice (imported) Accra, Retail, Gha/KG™ 528 008 A 101 A 7358 4 4718 ¢
Ghana Rice (imported) Kumasi, Retall GhaoKG™ 594 230 M 21NN 082 $ 3764 &
Ghana Rice (local) Accra, Retall, GhaXKG™ 538 504 $ 545 4 1754 7311 ¢
Ghana Rice (local) Kumasi, Retall, Gha/KG™ 620 1195 4 10.08 4 51624 5162 ¢
Mab Rice Bamako, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 45.000.00 "n14 076 M 217 % 217 M
Mak Rice Tombouctou, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 35.000.00 000 @ 2045 4 -3000 & -2045 &
Mali Rice (imported) Bamako, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 43,000 00 000 @ 5234 0O0@ 00@
Niger Rice (imported) Agadez, Retail, XOF/Kg* 71300 186 A 1883 @ 2608 4260
Niger Rice (imponted) Niameay, Retail, XOF Kg™ 650 00 000 @ 255 % 00 000G
Nigena Rice (imported) Ibadan, NGN/KG™ 126000 774683 0266 9672 3008
Nigera Rice (imported) Lagos. NGN/KG™ 131200 4802 56000 6158 15008
Nigena Rice (milled) Ibadan, NGN/KG**
Togo Rice (imported) Anie, XOF/Kg** 46000 -800 % 612 ¥ 417 % 000@
Togo Rice (imported) Lomé, XOF/Kg** 46500 792 % 510 & 510 ¥ 109 A

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

D = no change,

3 = low decrease (0-5%),

= low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), 1) = high increase (>15%),

= moderate decrease (5-15%), QL’ = high decrease (>15%)

30 Author’s construction based on FAO data
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Millet

Figure 14, which presents the price spread for millet across select
Price (US$/MT) West African countries, shows that millet is more expensive in
Niamey (US$485/MT) and cheaper in Accra (US$274/MT) than in
all the other cities. From table 16, the price of millet across the
selected West African markets shows an overall increase over
H oo the previous month. Nigeria particularly has seen significant
increases in millet price ranging from 88% and 112% compared to
the previous month driven by persistent conflicts in the north and

¢ Oo@ o‘@ O@Q’* &5 macroeconomic challenges.
o & \3 o
O‘(‘ @o\\ é\Qe e\Qg
Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month% 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year%
Bwkina Faso Millat Bobo Dioulasso, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 32,500 00 000 @ 264 B45 ¢ 1006
Burkina Faso  Miliet Dan, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 33,50000 308 A 147 9 429 % 469 A
Buwrkina Faso  Millet Ouagadougou, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 26,500 00 192 A 000 @ 536 & 1017 &
Ghana Millet Accra, Retall Gho/KG*™ 182 3614 ¥ .36 94 < 6146 & 5146 <
Ghana Millet Kumasi, Retail Gho'KG™* 480 1274 4 1130 4 5488 J 4318
Ghana Millet Tamale, Retal Gho'KG™ 428 1901 8 1542 Q 5025 & 5308 ¥
Mab Millet Bamako, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 24 500 00 208 A 45903 200 M 577
Mak Millet Gao Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 32,500.00 1.56 A 2847 J14 % B33 4
Mal Millet Tombouctou, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 32,500.00 833 4 B33 4 1875 ¥ B33 4
Nixger Millet Agadez Reall XOF/Kg™ 298 00 068 A -11.04 570 % 570
Niger Millet Dosso, Retail, XOF/Kg™ 21500 072 M 179 M 1406 & 577 4
Niger Millet Niamey, Retaill, XOF/Kg™ 29500 127 4 264 M 1141 5713 4
Nigeria Millet Giwa, NGN/KG*™* 47900 1289 12810 5326 9494
Nyena Millet Kano, NGN/KG** 50050 10447 € 102963 762 20206
Nigeria_ Miiet Lagos. NGN/KG™ 53800 BNE@ 8500 70250 250

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023

O -no change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), o = high increase (>15%),

= = jow decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), Qb = high decrease (>15%)

Sorghum

Figure 15 shows the price spreads for sorghum across select
West African countries, with Lome registering the highest
price per metric ton whereas Bamako and Accra recording

the least expensive millet prices in the region. However,
changes in prices depicted in table 17 shows that selected
379 g 378 397 markets in Togo have had significant declines in prices of
sorghum over the past 1-6 months, while the selected

markets of Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria

Price (US$/MT)

demonstrate rising trends over the past one month. Again,
S o & & @ . e :
& & & K & the price of sorghum in Nigeria shows a huge increment,
Oo \3g 0((\ © \% \4 .
qob & ,\\@ ,\@ RS 0(§ ranging from 82-120%, compared to the past 1-6 months
\Ooo < Ky é@e e\Qe o due to early depletion of stocks from the below-average
& harvests.

3 Author’s construction based on FAO data
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Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month% 3 Months % 8 Months % 1 Year %

Burkina Faso  Sorghum Bobo Dioulasso, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 25,000 00 1622 1620 Q IARERE o 870 4
Burkina Faso  Sorghum Don, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 2850000 364 A 172 M -5.00 & 364 A
Burking Faso  Sorghum Ouagadougou, Wholesale, XOF/100 kg* 2550000 2143 1860 & 1331 4 625
Ghana Sorghum Accra, Retall GhoKG™ 501 -2489 2752 ¥ 2088 % 4611 ¢
Ghana Sorghum Kumasi, Retail Gho/KG™ 447 212 A 110 A 55334 4512 9
Ghana Sorghum Tamale, Ratal GhoKG™ 426 1399 4 1063 4 4521 & -ATB3 &
Mah Sorghum Bamako. Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 23,000 00 2778 @ 4034 417N 417 ¥
Mal Sorghum Mopti, Wholesala. XOF/100 KG* 23,000.00 1220 4 000 @ 417 9 800 %
Mah Sorghum Sikasso, Wholesale, XOF/100 KG* 21,000 00 500 A 1667 Q 86T ¥ 1923 ¥
Niger Sorghum Agadez. Retal, XOF Kg** 30000 000 @ 1597 ¥ 5369 536 %
Niger Sorghum Dosso, Retall, XOF/Kg™ 31800 -1092 507 ¥ 258 A 1357 4
Niger Sorghum Maradi. Retail. XOF/Kg™ 25500 1283 4 1021 23424 1435 4
Nigena Sorghum (white) Ibadan. NGN/KG* 57600 10571 € 10571 100358 -1403 %
Nigena Sarghum (white) Kano, NGN/KG*™* 43030 MAT0Q 12037 8354 1293 4
Nigeria Sorghum (white) Lagos, NGN/KG** 55200 9505€ 10018 8273 -1662 ¥
Togo Sorghum Cinkassé, XOF/Kg™ 27500 2143 ¢ -11.20 4 8334 1000 4
Togo Sorghum Kara, XOF/Kg™ 30000 2500 A667 23084 8704
Togo Sarghum Lomé, XOFKg"™ 34500 -2660 ¥ 2581 ¥ 27374 147 A

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023
® - change, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), > = high increase (>15%),

= low decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), ‘I' = high decrease (>15%)

Fertiliser

Overall, the prices of monitored fertiliser types across the selected West African countries show declining trends
except for NPK fertiliser types in Ghana and urea in Nigeria which show low increases (0-5%) compared to certain
reference periods. The trend reflects low demands typically seen during the off-season periods in the region.

Country Crop Market Last Price 1 Month % 3 Months % 6 Months % 1 Year %
Cote d'lvoire  Urea National Av, USD/50KG 3304 1090 -10.02 1561 J»  -3838
Cote d'lvoire  NPK 15-15-15 National Av, USD/50KG 36.47 -5.35 ¥ 443 N 1139 & -3401 &
Cote d'lvoire  PK0-23-19+655 + National Av, USD/S0KG 34.00 -5.29 ¥ -4.36 N -13.00 J -30.80 J
5MgO +10Ca0

Ghana Amonium Sulphate National Average, (US$/50kg)™™ 22 81 070 M 416 N 1320 d» 1492
Ghana NPK 15-15-15 National Average, (US$/50kg)™ 34.49 132 Ny 213 9

Ghana NPK 20-10-10 National Average, (US$/50kg)™ 3291 -090 w4 352 A 1681 4 605
Ghana NPK 23-10-5 National Average, (US$/50kg)** 3616 088 y 339 0y 912 074
Ghana NPK 25-10-10 National Average, (US$/50kg)™™ 3233 220 A 247 N

Ghana Urea National Average, (US$/50kg)™ 3378 024 9 23T N 1221 2949 &
Niger NPK 15-15-15 National Average, USD/S0KG*

Niger Urea National Average, USD/50KG*

Nigeria NPK 15-15-15 National, USD/50KG 2994 -8.64 o -14.09 o 1319 & 4768 &
Nigeria NPK 20-10-10 National, USD/50KG 2750 -8.15 -12.92 & 1155 o -47.90
Nigeria Urea National, USD/50KG 2552 1114 4 055 A 425 A -44867 &

Note: Last price is for January 2024, *February 2024, **December 2023, and ***November 2023
@ - o chan e, = low increase (0-5%), 4t = moderate increase (5-15%), > = high increase (>15%),
g 9

= |ow decrease (0-5%), 4 = moderate decrease (5-15%), ‘I’ = high decrease (>15%)

32 Author’s construction based on FAO data

3 Author’s construction based on AfricaFertiliser.org
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Seasonal Monitor and Cropping Conditions

Most West African countries have entered into their lean season with market gardening production activities being
the main agriculture activities taking place. In Niger, market gardening produce are in their harvest phase.®* In Mali,
there is an early and harsher onset of the lean season, although the current off-season crops for both market
gardening crops and rice and flood recession crops are generally average in the country.3®

34 FEWS NET. Niger Updated key messages March 2024
35 https://fews.net/west-africa/mali
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Food Trade Updates

Continental

Figure 16 provides an overview of the events and activities that have taken place across various countries in East
Africain the last month and are affecting food trade in the region.

The African Union has adopted the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) Protocol on Women and Youth in Trade as
well as Protocols on Investment and Digital Trade.

The Afreximbank officially launched the Fund for Export
Development in Africa (FEDA) in Kigali, on March 20, to tackle

Africa’s $110 billion financing gap for intra-African trade, value-
added export development, and industrialisation value chains.
Rwanda became the first among 15 African nations to ratify its
establishment agreement and is now hosting the $1 billion
AfCFTA Adjustment Fund managed by FEDA.

East Africa

Figure 17 provides an overview of the events and activities that have taken place across various countries in East Africa
in the last month and are affecting food trade in the region.

Tanzania & Rwanda

Tanzania and Ethiopia signed bilateral agreements
targeting agriculture, trade, energy and air
transport and aviation technology exchange.

Rwanda and Tanzania are to open a new border

post at Tanzania's Kyerwa district in Kagera Region,
to provide a second passage for people and goods
and reduce pressure on the Rusumo border post.
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Southern Africa

Figure 18 below summarises some key activities and events recorded across Southern Africa
impacting food trade activities.

Zimbabwe

The government of Zimbabwe has received 25,000 tons
of grain and 23,000 tons of Fertiliser from Russia as
assistance to help combat the effects of El Nino-
induced drought, which has dwindled crop yields in

most parts of Southern Africa (VoA).

‘ Malawi

The Government of Malawi has placed restriction on the export
of raw soya beans, effective 4" April 2024.

West Africa

Figure 19 provides an update of the issues and events reported in selected West African countries
with implications on food trade and food security in the region.

Nigeria

The Government of Nigeria has directed the reopening of

Nigeria’s land and air borders with the Republic of Niger and

the lifting of other sanctions against the country with
' immediate effect.

Nigeria has secured $1.3 billion from a consortium led by the
China Civil Engineering Construction Company (CCECC) to
complete a railway project connecting Nigeria and Niger,

to boost trade and cultural cooperation between the

two countries.




The digital RegionalFood
Balance Sheet provides

near real-time estimates

and projections for core
staple crop production,

stock levels, and other
information in East and
Southern Africa.

For more information,
please visit www.rfbsa.com.
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